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On the Property of Historical Time

TSUBALI Shinya

Abstract:

The concept of time has been discussed since the earliest records of philosophy. It is rooted in the subjective
experience of the passing present which appears to flow through time and thereby to separate the past from
the future. Besides, there seems to be a general agreement that History is closely related to Time. It is not clear,
however, what distinguishes the concept of so called ‘History from that of ‘Time’. This paper demonstrates the
property of ‘historical time’ that lays the basis for the concept of history. For the purpose of this elucidation, this
paper studies McTaggart’s thought on “Unreality of Time”, and uses his thought in a different way by referring
to the philosophical thoughts on history of Kiyoshi Miki and Hajime Tanabe, who were representatives of Kyoto

School. I argue that ‘historical time’ stems from the epistemological duality of A-series and B-series.

Keywords: history, time, A-series, B-series
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