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The Conditions for Tools to become Illich’s Tools for
Conviviality in the Industrial Society

YASUDA Tomohiro

Abstract:

Ivan Illich criticized the specialization of function and institutionalization of value in the industrial society
in Tools for Conviviality. This book has also been read as a methodology to recover the subjectivity which has
declined in the industrial society. Some of recent studies have discussed computers and the Internet as convivial
tools. This paper explores what kind of conditions make such information tools the convivial tools, and the
situation that tools can both be positive and negative in the industrial society. As a result, three conditions
are found: first condition is that machinery is separated from the system, because the factor that weakens the
subjectivity is not the machinery itself but the system that manipulates the machinery. Second is to become
aware of the distance between a human and tools. Third is that human use tools rationally without being
manipulated. These three conditions open a new viewpoint to argue the conviviality of information tools based
on Illich’s theory of conviviality.

Keywords: conviviality, tools, machinery, system, Ivan Illich
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