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The Pre-WW2 Foundation for the Development of Psychiatry Child Wards
in Japan as a Way of Managing Autistics by the Medical Authority

UEKI Nao

Abstract:

In Japan, autistic facilities were institutionalized after WW2, which led to the establishment of psychiatry child
wards as a way for the medical authority to manage and “cure” autistic children in hospitals. In order to lay the
foundation for the discussion of why such institution has been established in Japan, this paper tracks back to
the pre-war events and discourse. The study of documents by the related doctors and hospital publications find
that the term “childhood psychosis” already appeared in the latter half of 1800s as the diagnosis or classification.
This means that autistic was regarded as a symptom which should be cured by the medical treatment. By the
end of WW2, child wards were established in two psychiatric hospitals soon after electric shock therapy was
introduced in Japan. The paper concludes that the post-WW?2 institutionalization of the psychiatry child wards

as a way for the medical authority to manage autistic children had its foundation dating back even before WW2.

Keywords: psychiatry child ward, institutionalization, aggressive therapy, management by psychiatry medical

authority, autistic facilities,
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