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Different Policy for Inclusive Education System in Japan:
Focusing on the Debate of the Council for Promoting Reform of Systems
for Persons with Disabilities and the Special Committee on Special
Needs Education

SHIBAGAKI Noboru

Abstract:

The development of inclusive education system in Japan was an agenda for both the Council for Promoting
Reform of Systems for Persons with Disabilities and the Special Committee on Special Needs Education in
2010. They discussed how to allocate children with disabilities and how to maintain the learning place for them.
The directions of the Council and the Special Committee, however, were different. This research studies their
discussions focusing on the financial issues to find what made difference between them. The Council emphasized
the idea of enrolling all children to mainstream classes in elementary and junior high schools in the area,
regardless of the presence or absence of disability. Financial issues, which is essential for such institutional
reform, were little discussed. This lack of feasibility failed to achieve the agreement from the Special Committee,
which is led by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. They preferred to continue
the special needs education system to avoid sudden change, especially when the realistic financial support for
the reform was little discussed. The paper concludes that, in order to promote the entrance of the children with

disabilities to mainstream classes, it is necessary to discuss the allocation of resources to realize that purpose.

Keywords: inclusive education system, the Council for Promoting Reform of Systems for Persons with
Disabilities, the Special Committee on Special Needs Education, educational finance, special needs

education system
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