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Tamiki Hara with a Memory of the A-bombing:
Focusing on His Reconstruction Process of the Images of Death

ATOYAMA Goki

Abstract:

Tamiki Hara is known as a writer who documented the experience of the A-bombing of Hiroshima, however,
some of his works criticize the idea of documenting such an event. This paper compares his novel Natsu no
Hana (Summer Flowers) and Chinkonka (Requiem), both focusing on death and Hiroshima, because these
two works suggested two opposite attitudes on documenting the event. In his works, death was one of the
important motifs, and especially in his works after WW2, he divided the motif of death into two types. One was
a death in private like his wife's death in the previous year of the A- bombing, and the other was mass
gruesome death in catastrophe of Hiroshima. He was trying to mourn over her death, however, he could not do
so after he encountered gruesome death by A-bombing. This paper finds that the experience of A-bombing made
Hara start reconstructing images of death, and that his latest works depicted this reconstruction process. In
conclusion, I argue Hara was a writer who documented not only the experience of the A-bombing, but also how

people mourned over death after experiencing the mass-death catastrophe of Hiroshima.

Keywords: death, mourn, human, Tamiki Hara, A-bombing
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