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Who are the Main Actors of a Local Region?
A Case Study of Sakaemachi Market in Naha, Okinawa

ARIMA Keiko

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to reveal how the scope and member of a market has transformed from a daily
product market to a night drinking area, focusing on Sakaemachi market which has been located in central
Naha, Okinawa, for 70 years. Through this case, this study aims to reconsider “Who are the main actors of a
local region?” So far, social groups in a local region have been studied: 1) in “dichotomy” between ‘residents’ and
'strangers’, or 2) in the “reproduction” of activities in the local region as ‘strangers’ have become the residents.
Against such previous views, the examination of the history and components of the market finds that the
“dichotomy” or “reproduction” views overlook the dynamism of the place. This study concludes and recommends
that, by focusing on the mechanism of enhancing the culture of a place in relation with the flow of people into
the market, a new viewpoint that the ‘torsion’ between residents’ and 'strangers’ can raise the potential of the
place.

Keywords: urban sociology, local community, subculture, stranger, Okinawa
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