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A Study of Discourse over Tuberculosis in Japan's Medical Books for
General Public before WWII

SHIONO Asako

Abstract:

Tuberculosis was one of the major epidemics that the state of Japan tried to control in the first half of the
twentieth century. Previous research has mainly focused on public health effort to prevent infection of
tuberculosis. However, the medical books for general public in those days emphasized to prevent occurrence of
tuberculosis rather than to prevent infection. This paper aims to reveal why and how medical information for
general public emphasized to prevent occurrence of tuberculosis, and also to discuss public vs personal health
over infectious disease. Those books for general public regarded that most people were already infected with
tuberculosis, so they told people to prevent the occurrence of the disease, which they described as “explosion” of
tubercle bacillus triggered by a specific condition of body and mind of that person. They also used a metaphor of
the “battlefield” for survival to explain the tense relationship between people and tuberculosis. In conclusion, I
argue that the medical books for general public tried to make people to “tame the bacillus” as immunity against
tuberculosis to occur as personal health level, rather than clearing the body of the tubercle bacillus by

preventing infection.

Keywords: tuberculosis, medical books for general public, HARA Sakae, personal hygiene, medical history
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