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Translation of Official Game Titles in the Unofficial Market:
A Case Study of Nintendo and Sony

LIANG Yuxi

Abstract:

Video game market in China has a unique characteristic that the long-term existence of the unofficial market
has made the informal translation of video game titles popular among people. This paper aims to examine how
this characteristic has influenced the official game market, by focusing on the expansion of the leading
Japanese game makers, Nintendo and Sony, to the Chinese market. Although the manufacturing and sale of
video games was restricted in China before 2014, they still attempted to enter the Chinese market in their own
ways. This paper analyzes the Chinese translation of the genuine game title in the unofficial market period and
draws the following results. First, Nintendo's translation strategy values individuality by creating new formal
titles, while Sony's translation strategy focuses on universality by actively using the existing informal
translations. Second, because of the choice made by Sony, the existence of unofficial market has had a lasting
impact on the development of the official market. In conclusion, this study reconfirms the importance of
unofficial market research and contributes to the historical description of the video game market. It also

suggests a new viewpoint for the study of future industry dynamics and corporate policies.

Keywords: video game, unofficial market, title translation
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