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Identity Politics as the Subjection of the Disabled People

KITAJIMA Kanako

Abstract:

In the field of disability studies and sociology, researchers have critically discussed that disabled people are
subjected to Foucault's disciplinary power. This paper argues the identity politics of disabled people, based on
Foucault's subjectivity by power and subjection based on “the Care of the Self’, which has been little discussed
in these fields. On one hand, members of Aoi-Shiba-no-Kai, the major group of disabled people’s movement in
Japan, approved identity of disabled people as inferior existence, and from there, they opposed against the
campaign to reduce punishment for the mother who killed her disabled daughter. I argue this is identity politics
of Foucault’'s subjectivation. The term “subjectivation”, translated by Judith Butler from assujetissement, itself
carries a paradox denoting both the becoming of the subject and the process of subjection. On the other hand,
the members of Aoi-Shiba-no-Kai positioned themselves as “the existence that should not be”, and, criticized
assimilation to non-disabled people or their “justice” about disabled people. I argue this is identity politics and a
new self-formation with the identity of “living as a person with cerebral palsy”. Based on this argument on

identity politics, this paper concludes that disabled people are not just slave to power.

Keywords: subjection, identity politics, subjectivation, Aoi- shiba- no- Kai
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