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A Struggle for Reducing Workload of a Teacher with Disability

KURIKAWA Osamu

Abstract:

Previous studies on employment of disabled people have focused on the employees with impairments who can
work same as abled employees if support is provided. However, little has researched on the employees with
impairments who can continue their occupation if the workload was reduced. This pater studies a case of junior
high school teacher with heart impairment in Kyoto, whe demanded to reduce her workload in the middle of
1990s but was dismissed because the Board of Education did not approve it. The necessity of reducing workload
is now discussed as an important issue for employment of disabled people, but this paper revealed that the
same discussion was already made 25 years ago. It also revealed that the Board of Education changed their
attitudes to approve the necessity of reducing workload later, not because as a result of discussion over the
conflict between the demanding movement and the Board, but because of the Ministry of Education promoted
the reduction of workload from the top. Thus, both the movement for disabled employees and the educational
administration agreed on the necessity of reducing workload, however, the lack of institution to reduce

workload forced the disabled teachers to leave their occupation.

Keywords: disability, teacher, workload, employment, reduce.
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