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How Local Governments Obtained Influence on Social Security Policy
Over the National Government Around 2006

MIWA Yoshiko

Abstract:

In 2006, the National Governors' Association and the Japan Association of City Mayors held a committee, which
presented a radical proposal on social welfare policy. The proposal was totally different form the governmental
policy-making since the 1950, and discussions and conclusion of the expert committee in the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare in 2004. The concept of the proposal was on welfare budget cut by narrowing eligibility and
promoting workfare policy. In addition, the committee denied effectively the diversity in personal independence,
that was presented by the expert committee in 2004. They meant that the only ways to promote independence
was to suppress living on welfare and to promote employment. Since then, national welfare policies have been
decided in line with this proposal. This paper examines the changes in relationship among organizations over
time from macro perspective as the background of policy decisions, and explains how the local governments
obtained influence for the national government. Rather than changes in actors and their functions, change in

positioning in deregulation led the local governments to legislate the national social security policy.

Keywords: social welfare, decentralization, right to live
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