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Life History of a Former Member of an Organized Crime Group:
The Importance of Informal Relationships in Joining and Leaving a
Crime Group

MORI Yasuhiro

Abstract:

It is difficult for a member of an organized crime to leave the group. Even when a member decided to leave, he
often fails to leave the group because of their feelings for the leader. This study aims to reveal the reasons and
motivations of joining and leaving such a group in order to understand the importance of their internal conflict.
This study interviewed a person who had left an organized crime group and analyzed his life history. The result
finds that he joined the group because he happened to meet the leader and developed an informal personal
connection with the leader. Regarding his success on leaving and returning to society, the development of an
informal personal connection with the support provider played a significant role, although its original meeting
was through formal and official rehabilitation system. The conclusion argues that the development of informal
personal connections are important for both joining an organized crime group in the first place and of his later

managing to leave it.

Keywords: joining an organized crime group, leaving an organized crime group, internal conflict, return to

society, personal connections
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