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Difficulties in Giving Readable Explanations to Persons with Intellectual
Disabilities: A Case Study of the Bookmaking Process of Japanese Easy-to-
Read Version of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

KAO Eunice Ya-Yu

Abstract:

This paper examines how ways contrived to impart the concept of ‘rights’ to persons with intellectual
disabilities (ID), as well as the problems aroused afterwards. The examination focuses on the process of making
Japanese Easy-to-Read Version of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, published in 2009 by
Inclusion Japan, a parents’ association for persons with ID. The method is based on documents related to their
meetings and interviews to participants in the making process. The result shows four parts. First, importance of
participation by persons with ID and its impacts during the making process. Second, contrivance of writing both
of ‘the claim of people with disabilities’ and ‘national responsibility’ when transforming the articles that
indicated the responsibility of the state to convey persons with disabilities as subjects with rights. Third, the
book illustrations intended to be clear and supportive but ended up confusing the reader. Fourth, concern of a
particular part of the publication that unveiled contradictions within the publisher’s activities. This paper
concludes that communicating new information to persons with ID in an easy-to-understand manner is a

difficulty. It can only be achieved through the creation of new words and meanings led by the parties concerned.

Keywords: Easy-to-Read information, persons with intellectual disabilities, The United Nation Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), Information accessibility
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