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Disabilities as Something to be Cured: Looking at Cerebral Palsy
Treatments Given in the 1960s and How They were Experienced

KOIDO Keiko

Abstract:

From the 1960s to the 1970s attempts were made to cure incurable disabilities such as cerebral palsy at
hospitals and institutions, but narratives of people with disabilities concerning their own experience of medical
treatment are few and their post-treatment mental and physical state are not known. To elucidate treatment
and daily life at the time and the psychological and physical changes in those who received treatment from the
perspective of the people with disabilities who experienced this treatment themselves, in this paper I analyze
narratives concerning cerebral palsy treatment obtained through interviews. The results show that people with
a disability who were removed from their familiar environment at a young age for the purpose of curing their
disability were deprived of things such as the warmth of their families and the memories of their friends, and
the invasive treatment given without their families' consent rendered them incapable of doing things they had
been able to do before. The existence of people who experienced harmful treatments and the discrimination of
the human rights of people with a disability not being considered shows the importance of the perspective of

those receiving treatment being added to the study of cerebral palsy treatment.

Keywords: Cerebral palsy, treatment, people with disabilities, 1960s, human rights.
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