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Transformation and Maintenance of a Relationship with Families
from Female Siblings of Persons with Disabilities:
Their Role as an Intermediary and Prevention of Family Conflicts.

FUJII Azusa

Abstract:

Previous experimental studies on families with disabilities have piled up a good number of cases of both people
with disabilities and their families who work as primary care givers. Accordingly, studies on the families who
have a member with disabilities, though they are not as primary care givers, have increasingly developed.
However, these studies haven't clarified what experiences and roles of siblings play in transforming a
relationship of family where a member with disabilities is included. The paper focuses on an adult female
sibling who has a family member with intellectual disabilities in order to clarify how she has altered her view of
family relations and acted as a disabled member's sibling in the family. By analyzing her life history, I found
three important events. First, the family relation was devastated over time in accordance with the process that
her brother's disability features was being clear. Second, she changed her definition of family in accordance with
the transformation of family relations, and then decided to make herself an intermediary among the family.

Third, she worked as a prevention of possible conflict in the family when she noticed it.

Keywords: Siblings, Family who has a member with disabilities, intellectual disabilities
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