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Process of Joining and Leaving a Deviant Group:
An Analysis of Youth's Life Story

MORI Yasuhiro

Abstract:

This paper aims to better understand what triggers youth to repeat join deviant groups, and to ultimately leave
these groups. In this study, I focus on an individual T who repeated his membership in and disengagement from
such groups, and have been no more involved in any group. The quantitative interview research of his life path
demonstrates core factors for pushes and pulls. T's initial reason for joining a deviant group was loneliness due
to his father who was a crime group leader. He started to associate with delinquent friends, and eventually
membership in a crime group. Although former members who got back to a healthy life course helped him to
follow, he was again alluded to join a mafia-like organization by different former members. However, the arrest
for violence against his lover gave a significant impact to make a decision to leave the group, to value their
partnership, to encourage himself to find employment for the future. As the result, the combination of these
three motives functioned mutually as the core factors of disengagement. The findings reveal that the

combination of certain reasons triggers youth to join or leave the deviant groups at any occasion.

Keywords: Boryokudan, Life cycle, Withdrawal, Rehabilitation, Delinquency
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