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Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Local Communities:
An Analysis of Narratives of People in the Demachi Masugata
Shopping Street in Kyoto City

ARIMA Keiko

Abstract:

Since the early 2020, rampant novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has given severe impacts on activities in local
communities throughout the world. This paper examines how a shopping street in town plays an important role
in tackling problems related to the COVID-19 pandemic for reuniting a local community.

The examination focuses on Demachi Masugata shopping street persisting more than 60 years in Kyoto, the old
capital of Japan. I conducted an observation research of shopkeepers' life in the Demachi street for nine months
ranging from January 2020 before the announcement of the state of emergency was announced to the
September after it was ended.

I also interviewed people working there including the chairman of the shopping street and the manager of the
Demachiza movie theater in order to understand how they tried to deal with the difficult time.

The research shows two findings. One is that some seasonal local events including Daikon Festival to serve
boiled radish took place even during the pandemic, which effectively supported a unity of their community. The
other is a cooperation by outsiders from the community. The crowdfunding project raised by Demachiza was
achieved by a great number of backers including people who had no direct relationship with the shopping
street.

Therefore, the conclusion suggests that a local community of shopping street overcomes a crisis not exclusively

by unification of insiders there but by a different way.

Keywords: the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), disaster utopia, resilience, crowd founding, commons
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