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Work Difficulty of School Teachers in Wheelchairs and Support for Them:
Toward a Common Understanding of Reasonable Accommodation

NAKAMURA Masaya

Abstract:

In 2019, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan declared the Plan to
Promote Employment of Person with Disabilities in the School Boards, aiming to boost the employment and
work support for school teachers with disabilities. However, how these teachers actually work in school has yet
to be examined. This paper aims to understand these teachers' difficulties in working at school and what
support is needed by interviewing four school teachers in wheelchairs. Their major problem is to move inside
school: to each classroom, a teachers' staffroom, a school farm and the toilets. Some difficulties are solved by
providing physical assist such as elevators and slope ways, while others are not in case the assists are
considered as officially unnecessary, as less frequently-used or as having possible alternatives. The problem was
caused due to little visualization of the disabled teachers' difficulties as well as school managers' poor
recognition of the teachers' needs of support. The school boards have responsibility for reasonable
accommodation for teachers with disabilities. To provide more appropriate support as a practice of racial
accommodation, school mangers are required to communicate with the disabled teachers for understanding

their needs in more depth.

Keywords: teacher with disability, wheelchair, reasonable accommodation, employment of person with disability,

disability employment services
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