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BB, INLDTATYT AT 4+ T =2 WM LRI E XRS5 %\ Ibarra & Barbulescu (2010) 1%
BEBIT 7O ARE LR T VLML LTHFI T4 718 [REEMICER—BELz27ay b 25552k, [BED
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DTN ZTINE LS WV] EWAENDO ZODOMET 2 HHIEIET 5 7280, EMF M5 128
BTHYRORBURTH L LI BREOIHFIITOZ IR DDH
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LIENEZLN, BEONE by AL B LRERICBMN 2 EZMERCBE5 L L) &35 L (RRBERONE o
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Artists and Identity Work: Theoretical Preparations for a New
Directions in Studies of Engekijin

SHIBATA Junro

Abstract:

Utilizing the concept of 'identity work,' This paper articulates differences in establishing and maintaining artist
identity in various artistic production forms. The study serves as theoretical preparation for upcoming
empirical research on identity work among Japanese fringe theatre artists (engekijin), known for their distinct
artistic and lifestyle choices. To this end, that delineate the process of prior literature on identity work is
reviewed for important concepts constructing and maintaining identity. Such concepts include 'identity
motives,' 'identity triggers,' and personal and social identities. Next, referencing extant empirical research in
the sociology of art, the paper examines how artists that pursue various forms of production experience identity
instability differently and confront it through identity work. Results show that different forms of artistic
production call for different forms of identity work unique to their contexts. Finally, issues inherent in the
identity work of engekijin are detected, including their characteristic form of artistic cooperation, the effects of
urban environments, and the question of success. The paper maintains that these points suggest a viable new

direction in future engekijin research.

Keywords: Identity work, artists, engekijin
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