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The Disparity of Educational Expectation of
Rural Migrant Workers' Children in Urban China:
Focusing on the Effect of Household Registration System on
Rural Migrant Workers’ Identity

YUE Peirong

Abstract:

In China, children of migrant workers from rural to urban areas have low levels of education compared to
children of urban residency. Applying the Wisconsin model, this paper aims to demonstrate the disparities in
expectations for education between two groups of children and also to clarify whether each of the groups'
identities affects the disparities in their own educational expectations. I examine children's inquiries recorded
in the 2013-2014 China Education Panel Survey (CEPS) in order to create distribution charts of their
educational expectations, taking gender and school ranking into consideration. I also conduct binomial logistic
regression analysis to demonstrate the effect of the household registration system on rural migrant workers'
identity including those children's parents'. The examination brought the following results: First, the children of
migrant workers have lower educational expectations on average than urban residents' children. In addition,
girls' expectations for education are higher than boys' one in both of the two groups. Furthermore, even if the
children of migrant workers learn at higher-ranking schools, their expectations for education remain low. More
importantly, rural migrant workers' identity is the negative effect of children's expectations for education which
causes the educational expectation disparity. This research suggests that the effect was created not by the

children themselves but through the parents' educational attitudes toward them.

Keywords: expectations for education, children of migrant workers, Household Registration System,

Rural Migrant Workers, Wisconsin model
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