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Attempts to Treat Cerebral Palsy with Stereotactic Brain Surgery

KOIDO Keiko

Abstract:

In Brain surgeries for involve removing or destroying part of a healthy brain in an attempt to improve
symptoms include psychosurgery to treat mental illness and stereotactic surgery to treat conditions such as
Parkinson's disease and cerebral palsy are included. While there have been many historical studies on the rise
and fall of psychosurgery and medical studies of stereotactic surgery for Parkinson’s disease, there have been
very few studies on the history of cerebral palsy surgeries and social awareness of it is low. In this paper, I
investigate why attempts to treat involuntary movements caused by cerebral palsy with destructive stereotactic
brain surgery began to be made and factors behind their decline. I also examine whether stereotactic surgery
for cerebral palsy could be said to have the same problem structure as psychosurgery in its inception, use, and
prognosis. I present three findings: first, stereotactic surgery cannot be described as a substitute for lobotomy
surgery; second, psychosurgery became a social issue and was criticized for being invasive and experimental,
third, it seems likely that stereotactic surgery for cerebral palsy was begun experimentally through the same

surgeons and surgical procedures used for Parkinson’s disease.

Keywords: Cerebral palsy, stereotactic surgery, involuntary movements, Parkinson’s disease
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