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How to Understand Higher Brain Dysfunction:
Focusing on the Trigger of Accident and the Person's Awareness

SAWAOKA Yuki

Abstract:

To date, there has been a considerable amount of research on an occasion where one recognizes illness or
disability. However, there have been insufficient studies on the case of higher brain dysfunction, which has no
physical symptoms but minor signs commonly occurring to ill-persons without disabilities. This paper aims to
clarify how people with higher brain dysfunction became aware of their symptoms by occasions such as an
illness and an accident. In this paper, I conduct semi-structured interviews with six people who were diagnosed
with higher brain dysfunction and analyzed the results. I found differences in the process of their recognition.
Furthermore, all the interviewees had certain causal experiences: feeling differently after the accident,
receiving others' suggestions, and so on. Each of these experiences were the occasion, regardless of whether or
not a diagnosis was given immediately after the occasion, affected on one's awareness after a certain period of
time. When a symptom was associated with a diagnosis, the occasion provided the factor to reinforce their

understanding and conviction of illness/disorder that had occurred.

Keywords: Higher Brain Dysfunction, diagnosis, awareness, invisible disability, acquired disability
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