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Interest in Politics and Voting of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities
from Five Case Interviews

HORIKAWA Satoshi

Abstract:

The purpose of this article is to elucidate how persons with intellectual disabilities understand politics,
government and their rights to vote, and then to consider support required for them. By interviewing five
persons with mild intellectual disabilities in Komae city, a western suburb of Tokyo, which is known for
advanced voting support programs, most of these were found to have keen interests in multiple issues of their
local society. In addition, some interviewees, each of whom had a connection with politicians and politics or has
participated in a democratic activity, were influenced by these involvements in the past in voting. On the one
hand , their better understanding of electoral system and campaign pledges, even on a basic level, was also
shown to connect whom to vote with their personal wishes for society. However, it was still difficult for the
interviewees to understand the issues unrelated to their communities such as foreign affairs, which are usually
the important matters of concerns in general elections. For future research, there remains a task about how to

help their understanding of issues that are not directly connected with their daily lives.

Keywords: persons with intellectual disabilities, election, voting, protection of rights, information support
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