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Practice of “Self-help” for Accommodating Themselves:
Focusing on Chinese Child Brides' Life Histories regarding Family
and Kinship Relationships

LI Sihang

Abstract:

In China studies, the tradition of child brides (shin-pua) has been simply interpreted as the victims in an
exploitative structure or advocates for modern ‘marriage freedom.” In other words, the figure of child bride has
been proposed in a dichotomization such as obedience/resistance and passive/subjective. In this paper, I focus on
two Chinese women, each of whom was adopted as a child bride and escaped from her husband’s family in order
to illustrate these women as exceptions of the old stereotyped figure. Their life histories before escape
elucidates how hard it was for them to be disobedient in the societal norm and structure of agricultural
communities where the tradition of child bride was strongly maintained in connection with the idea of "women
are inferior to men". Conclusion presents the significance of their practices of self-acceptance and self-help for

accommodating themselves to their post-escape lives neither for resisting nor relinquishing the predicament.

Keywords: child bride (shin-pua), marriage system, life history, self-help, relationship of family / kinship
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