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Change in Suppressors of the Labor Union after the 1972 Enactment of
The Security Businesses Act in Japan

IWASAKI Hiroyasu

Abstract:

This paper examines the process in which the main suppressors of militant labor unins unions were transferred
from private security companies (i3 ; keibigyosya) to the National Police Agency (NPA, %27 ;
keisatsucho) throughout the 1970s Japan. For the analysis, I deal with publications by different labor unions
which were deeply involved in the transfer of suppressors. According to these publications, private security
companies were the main suppressors of labor unions in the early 1970s. Those company owners signed private
security companies to suppress their labor unions' disputes violently. To defend it, the labor unions called for
the Security Businesses Act (#4315 ; keibigyoho), which was eventually enacted in 1972. While the law was
to prohibit private security companies' intervention, the NPA gained power as a new suppressor of labor unions
by interpreting the protests as criminal cases in the late 1970s, though it was illegal. The transfer of
suppressing role, which justified the NPA's legal intervention in labor unions, is more affecting the

infringement of the basic labor rights (5 )2: 4 ; rodokihonken) contained in Article 28 of the Constitution.

Keyword: private security companies, National Police Agency [Japan], labor unions, Security Businesses Act,

suppression
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