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LY Th, [d2bbhroThhbAhlznidEbhzl XithA, bOFTILELLPo72. HEORE D )i
2B DREBI L S5VELL 572, (ibid.:129)

104



I [HOCORER] 2 RN IZICERE T L) MEE) DO

BRI L72FEE S O FM Y [ERRIREEEY) | [OPSCLRy 2 M | THESBEENS | T 2 &35 /7,
774 Y= VDR R AT ABICET e WMo R 2R 2 REE [ Rk L) ik o T
AR AR FR O RE % Z3 2 AE O SALI B T TN OB & v o 72258 E IRz 7o i,
BHELLOFKE D IDIERA R EN L. KETH TV,

4, BE

4—1. BEABPELPNARAOHES

NYRASALZORESOFED & BEIGFR L [T oR] 2 B)REZLOFEYIIECIIEIEZ- &) &,
B - B E ) B DLOEINIZIRNE R T BN A R TE LI LN TE b,

HESAEANSAOFED Z, EFHICHHEICER SN Z2WIRBICBVL T, WEOW LAZERLZDDOERES
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How can Medical Professionals Face the Conflict over the "Meaning of
Illness"?: A Discussion of A. Kleinman's Explanatory Model

NAKAI Ryohei

Abstract:

In the 1980s onwards, various arguments on the theory of "illness narratives" advocated by Arthur Kleinman,
who attempted to relativize biomedicine in clinical sites, have been introspectively accepted by medical
professionals. On the other hand, some scholars have pointed out the dangers that listeners of narratives give
more importance to the narratives that the listeners prefer. In the light of those arguments, this paper
examines whether Kleinman's interpretation of the narratives of chronic pain patient is successful in
relativizing biomedicine. For the examination, I do comparative consideration Kleinman's interpretation with
Natsuko Nojima's discussion over "contested illness", a concept that has come to be discussed after the "illness
narratives". As a result, it is found that there can be discrepancies between the experiences of chronic pain
patients and medical practitioners’ interpretation of illness. While the former presumes some disease still
undetected in their bodies, the latter is prone to interpret chronic illness not in a biomedical context, but in both
cultural and socio-psychological contexts. Further study is needed to clarify what the idea of relativizing

biomedicine, which was advocated for the benefit of patients, actually brings to patients.

Keywords: Arthur Kleinman, Chronic Pain Disorders, Contested illness, Explanatory Models, Illness narratives,
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