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How Mothers with Visual Impairment See their Children?

HIRATA Kyoko

Abstract:

Previous researches on mothers with visual impairment have been centered on care reports by medical
professionals. Focusing on mother-child relationship, this research shed light on these mothers' experience to
find how they see their children. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with seven mothers with visual
impairment who are in childcare period. The result shows the fact that the mothers were actively able to
identify see their children by using different sensations other than vision, by using people and things other
than sensations or by caring them over and over again. . Moreover, identifying their children increased the
attachment to the child and moved them emotionally. It was also found to assume certain conditions such as
well-prepared and secure environment of child care. Consequently, because they are also aware of being seen by
their children through child-rearing, the mothers were able to 'see' their children by interplay between them
and the children.

Keywords: visual impairment, mother, children, identify, experience
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